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1 Introduction 
 
The draft import health standard for the importation into New Zealand of semen from Zoo Asian elephants was 
notified for consultation on 15 December 2016. 
 
The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) received submissions from the following: 
 

1. Nita Harding, Dairy NZ   25 January 2017 
 
 
This document summarises the issues raised in the submissions, and presents the MPI response to each. 

 
 

1.1 Acronyms Used in the Document 

 
 

MPI Ministry for Primary Industries   

IRA Import Risk Analysis   
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2 Summary of Amendments 
 

As a result of comments made, no amendments were made to the Import Health Standard for Semen from 
Zoo Asian Elephants 

 
Copies of all external stakeholder submissions in their entirety are presented in Appendix 1. 
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3 Internal Submissions 
 

According to MPI process an internal review period is available to staff of MPI to comment and recommend 
changes prior to public consultation on an import health standard. All changes to the IHS were made prior to 
consultation.  
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4 Review of Submissions 

4.1 Nita Harding, DairyNZ 

4.1.1 Do semen donors need to have been resident in a zoo or wildlife facility since birth? 

 
MPI Response 
The requirement in the Import Health Standard for Zoo Asian Elephants from Sri Lanka and Australia for 
elephants to have been resident in a zoo or wildlife facility since birth is not a biosecurity requirement, 
and so has not been carried over into the semen IHS.   

4.1.2 The draft IHS does not state it is a generic IHS. Dairy NZ considers further risk 
assessment is required prior to the export of semen from other countries to New 
Zealand. 

 
MPI Response 
The IHS only includes elephant semen from Australia. Further risk assessment would be required to 
expand the IHS to cover elephant semen from any other country, and the documents (draft risk analysis 
and IHS) would be consulted at that time. 
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5 Appendix 1: Copies of Submissions 

5.1 Nita Harding, DairyNZ 
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