
 
 

Species of special importance to tangata whenua 
 

Name in English Scientific Name Name in Māori General Area 

Agar Class Rhodophaycea  Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Bivalve mollusc Longimactra elongata Poua Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Black flounder Rhombosolea retiara Pātiki mohoao Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Black mussel Xenostrobus pulex Kukupara Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Blue moki Latridopus ciliaris Moki Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Blue mussel Mytlilus galloprovincialis/ 

Mytilus  edulis 

Kuku/Kutae, 

Toretore 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Bull kelp Durvillea spp. Rimurapa Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Butterfish Odax pullus Mararī Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour)  

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Canterbury mudfish Neochanna burrowsius Kawaro Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Cat’s eye Lunella smaragda Korama, Pupu Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Tama (north Taranaki) 

Ngāti Rauru (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Cockle Austrovenus stutchburyi Tuangi Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Common shrimp Palaemon affinis Koeke Ngāi Tahu claim area  

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Common smelt Retropinna retropinna Paraki, Ngaiore Ngāi Tahu claim area  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Conger eel Conger verreauxi Kōiro, ngōiro, totoke, 

ngōio, ngoingoi, putu 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Cooks turban Cookia sulcata Karekawa Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Crayfish Jasus edwardsii Kōura Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Eel – longfin and 

shortfin 

Anguilla australis and 

Anguilla dieffenbachii 

Tuna heke, putu, hao Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Awa (Bay of Plenty, Whakatane area) 

Ngāti Tūwharetoa (Bay of Plenty, Matatā area) 

Ngāti Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) 

Ngāti Rauru (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Waikato-Tainui 

Elephant fish Callorhynchus millii Reperepe Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Flounder Rhombosolea spp. Pātiki Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Freshwater crayfish Paranephrops spp. Kōura, Kēwai Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Tama (north Taranaki) 

Ngā Rauru (south Taranaki) 



 
Ngāti Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) Te Roroa (south of Hokianga 

Harbour) 

Freshwater mussel Echyridella menziesii 

menziesi 

Kakahi, Koaru Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Ngāti Tama (north Taranaki) 

Ngāti Rauru (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) 

Frostfish Lepidopus caudatus Pāra Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Giant bully Gobiomorphus gobioides Kōkopu, Hawai Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Giant kōkopu Galaxias argenteus Taiwharu Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Green-lipped mussel Perna canaliculus/Mytilus 

edulis 

Kutae, Kuku,  Kūtai Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki)  

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Grey mullet Mugil cephalus Kanae Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Groper Polypion oxygenios Hāpuka Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki)  

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Gurnard Chelidonichthys kumu Kumukumu Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Hammerhead Elasmobranchii spp. Pioke Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Hermit crab Pagurus novaezeelandiae Kāunga Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Horse mussel Atrina zelandica Waharoa Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Kahawai Arripis trutta Kahawai Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Karengo / Nori Pyropia columbina Karengo Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Kelp fish Chironemus marmoratus Ngākoikoi Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Kina Evechinus chloroticus Kina Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Tama (north Taranaki) 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

King fish Seriola grandis Haku Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour)  

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Lamprey Geotria australis Piharau, hirau  

Lamprey / Southern 

lamprey 

Geotria australis Kanakana wairaki, 

Ute, 

Piharau 

 

Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

 

Lemon sole Pelotretis flavilatus Pātiki tore Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Limpet Families Patellidae, 

Acmaeidae and Lepetidae 

Ngākihi Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Ling Genypterus blacodes Hokarari Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Moki Latridopsis ciliaris Moki Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Mud crab Austrohelice spp. Pāpaka, paruparu Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Mud snail Amphibola crenata / Lunella 

smaragda / Zedilom spp. 

Waikaka Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Mullet Mugil cephalus Kanae Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 



 
Nerita Nerita atramentosa, Nerita 

melanotragus 

Mākerekere Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

New Zealand sole Peltorhamphus 

novaezeelandiae 

Pātiki rore Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Octopus Macroctupus maorum Wheke Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngäti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Paddle crab Ovalipes catharus Pāpaka Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Parore Girella tricuspidata Parore Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Pāua Haliotis iris, Haliotis 

australis 

Pāua Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Pilchard Sardinops neopilchardus Mohimohi Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Pipi Paphies australis Pipi Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Pupu Lunella smaragda Pupu Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Red shore crab Guinusia chabrus Pāpaka Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Rock cod Lotella rhacinus 

Parapercis colias 

Pātukituki Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Rock lobster Jasus edwardsii, Jasus 

verreauxi 

Kōura Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Rock oyster Saccostrea glomerata Karauria, tio Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Sand flounder Rhombosolea plebeia Pātiki Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Scallop Pecten novaezelandiae  Kuakua, tupe, pure, 

tipa, tipai, kopa 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

School shark Galeorhinus galeus Pioke Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Sea anemone Actinia spp.  

Cnidaria group  

Actinia tenebrosa 

Kōtoretore, Kōtore 

moana, Kōtore, 

hūmenga 

Ngāti Tama (north Taranaki) 

Ngāti Rauru (south Taranaki) 

Ngāti Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Sea cucumber Australostichopus mollis  

Class Holothuroiea 

Rori, Rore Ngā Rauru (south Taranaki) 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Sea lettuce Ulva spp. Karengo Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Ngāti Tama (north Taranaki) 

Ngāi Mutunga (Taranaki, north of New 

Plymouth) 

Sea trout Arripus trutta Kahawai Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Sea tulip Pyura pachydermatina Kaeo Ngāi Tahu claim area  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Sea urchin Evechinus spp. Kina Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Sea snail Scutus breviculus Rori Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Shark Order Ellasmobranchus Mangō Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 



 
Shark (all species) 

includes, Great 

white, bronze 

whaler, 

Hammerhead, etc 

Elasmobranchii spp. Pioke Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Smelt Retropina retropina Ngaore, Karawaka, 

paraki, kehakeha 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Snapper Pagrus auratus Tāmure Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Sole Peltorhampus 

novaezeelandiae 

Pātiki rori Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Sprat Sprattus antipodum Kupae Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Starfish Echinoderms Pātangatanga, 

pātangaroa, 

pekapeka 

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki)  

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Stingray Dasyatis 

rhinobatis, 

Dasyatis brevicaudatus, 

Dasyatis spp. 

Whai Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Surf clam Dosinia anus, Paphies 

donacina, Mactra discor, 

Mactra murchsoni, Spisula 

aequilateralis, Basina yatei,  

Dosinia subrosa, or Maetra 

species 

Pūrimu Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki)  

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Toheroa Paphies ventricosa Toheroa, Tupehokura Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Torrent fish Cheimarrichthys fosteri Piripiripohatu, 

papane, pānonoko, 

pārīkoi 

Ngāi Tahu claim area 

Trevally Pseudocaranx dentex Araara Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour)  

Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara) 

Tuatua Paphies subtriangulata 

Paphies donacina 

Tuatua Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 

Te Roroa (south of Hokianga Harbour) 

Yellowbelly flounder Rhombosolea leporina Pātiki tōtara Te Uri O Hau (north Kaipara)  

Ngāti Ruanui (south Taranaki) 
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