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(a) Please read fully tht> note<, be!<JW a11d the Horrn;;itior, Bruct>1.;re.s 'llld bplana�o1y Notes ,wa1la'ole tro(r r.tit> Cot<nc1I. before prl'j)aring your 
application ur·:d ilfl'j suppcrcrng ·mformatiun 

(b) The Rt>.sot,rce Mao1-,1g<:'fi'.l'P.nt Act 199 t sets out th'-' info1m.�t1·}r: you must prnvid:> with ·1our applicat!on for ·ii resrn.irce consent If 'fYo. do not 
pn.i•iidr ·MkqJc1''.' 11forn1iiljor;, ytHI' �pplicawrn can-1v� 0» r:.1r.riv2d rrnr wacessl'd hy the \ot!nciJ and 'hill bP rer.umed to yoo.1 If you rire 
1·:r•;rn2 o.1 �·1hcit •r'if:,r11•at1c1· ;l:nul•I (,� i"1dud"d �·1i�11 y0•.1r ap,1rK,l';';r1. ph:rl.>>:' rnntart th� Co:Jnr"1i ':1Pfnr� suh;ffttiril) the a:::i,olita�:iun 

(i:) Appl'1e<1til1flS rt>qwre not;k.:irrc1:1 (p11bht <hke:\1s111J callr rig i'or sulJn1i\sion;) unl::s.� �:'"' Counul t> ;an;t1e-J nu1 !'1-2 ad'ler>e effects on the 
en,ironment of th:: actPiitj fw wh1ct1 c0n,ent :s sough-t wili he n:nor, and writte.1 appra•1al h�s :oeen obtained frtWI e·1�1"J person wr.c the 
Co1mci: is s<itrsfi.:ri m.1y b� a.t,.t'r,�l·t -ifrfr·t.:>d hy lhe :Jfilntin>J nf th,, 1om11nt Thi' Co-.11;cii ,;i)_o;._1 h:1., :i-·1�."l;ible ;i i11rn1 "Notice of Approval of 
'i'ersons Afkcted ', tu help you rew1d �·Jch dpprov.ih f.·y <lf1plK.:if111n-; th;ir may be woe r;��d w t·11a1t pulil11 not1frciltior; 

PART A - GENERAL 
APPLICANT 

(1) Full Name of Applicant(s)· 
! n f1J1!, �9 Alh'-"·t YJ·;llia<ll lu,oe•, .irn! 
M;iry ArrnP J11�PS For Cornp�111t'' 
rr11>l� i)nd oth�· o.-q.in >at1· .. n; 
(•W'filtJPI'/ 1o·d ri.J1111') 

Phone Number Business 

llOlnf' 

E-mail 

Full Names 

� f'A\A-t-1 tt'trtt£PA TePtt-N /A 

I FaK 

I a,, 4<J94-776 Mobile OZ.I 
I 

For applications by a company, private trurts or other entity/organisations, the Directon; n-ustee.'i and D/flcers' /urf names must be 
supplied and Section (12) completed and signed. 

(2) Postal Address: 
(;n luf!) 

Re1idential Adclre.s.s: 

A?PUCAnON fOllM Sf Pf£11AOER 1006 CRf'.11510N ll Application Form comirwed on next page 



. . .. ' 

(4) Address for Service 
of Documents: 

(if different from postal address, 
eg. Consultant) 

•· 
. 

(5) Owner/Occupier of Land/ 
Water Body: 
(if different from the Applicant) 

_ -r __ ...... ___ -,,. ��- .....,., , __ .. � --�"' �-:-�_--. 
4 

{6) Type(s) of Resource Consent sought from the Reg ional Council: 

You will need to fill in a separate Assessment of Environmental Effects Form for each activity. 
These forms can be obtained from the Northland Regional Council. 

Coastal Permit 

D Mooring ii Marine Farm D Structure D Pipeline/Cable 

D Other (specify) 

Land Use Consent 

D Vegetation Clearance D Quarry D Structure in/over Watercourse 

D Earthworks D Construct/Alter a Bore D Dam Structure 

D Other (specify) 

Water Permit 

D Stream/Surface Take D Damming D Groundwater Take D Diverting Water 

D Other (specify) 

Discharge Permit 

D Domestic Effluent to Land D General Discharge to land D Farm Dairy Effluent to land/Water 

D Air D Water 

D Other (specify) 

(7) Other Resource Consents required from the District Council: 

Where other Resource Consents are required for the same activity, they must be applied for at the same time. 
Not doing so will delay the processing of this application. 

What other Resource Consents are required from your District Council? 

rJ None D Land Use Consent D Subdivision Consent 

Have the applications been made? D Yes D No 

.. 

--·-.- · � 

Please briefly describe the activities and duration for which Consent(s) are being sought. It is important you fill this out correctly, as the 
Council cannot grant Consent for any activity you do not apply for. 

'• 



----- ��------ - ----

(9) Location of Propert_y/Wilterbody to which Appli�ati�� relates: 

Describe the location in a manner which wlll allow it to be readily identified, eg. street address, legal description, harbour, bay, map reference 
etc Attach appropriate p�ans andtor diagrams. 

Property Address: locality; 
.:h't ... ,�,k�� 

legal Description; Blk: SD: 

Other Location Informati on 

PART B - ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
You must include an assessment of the effects of you r activity on the environment as part of your application. 

The Resource Management Act 1991 requires that each application include an assessment of the actual arid potential effects of .the actiYity on. 
the environment in accordance with the Fourth Schedule. 

To assist you to supply this assessment of effects, the Council has prepared specific forms for various consent activities. For minor activities, all 
that will be required is for you to complete the specific form. Where the potential effects of the activity are more significant, we recommend you 
undertake a full assessment of effects, wilh professional assistance if necessary. 

If you are unsure of what information to include with your application and the assessment of effects, please contact the Council before submitting 
your application_ A pre-lodgement meeting with relevant Consent Slaff is recommended. 

PART C - GENERAL 

Umitrd N;JtWed 

� Co-ns1ill P2r--ri1 s I] land Use Con�en� $ 

[) 1'Vatei P�m1it s ;- l Oi·;chMge Pt•tn1it s 

Cl Bore Pennit r-i Ch,1119e Cn11Jil1ur.i-,· s 

IMPORTANT NOTES TO APPLICANTS 
{ i' Y0111-1pp;'1t1·1.c11 11111'>' :n, .1•. 011•,> 111 1 .. ,I b'/ tl1e r1;1:im•;il' f, .. , ( •. l�J.!· hi t) 'IS 1k(err111.1t•d b1 lii' r:n1-,11ril 1.\ srh,1dulc• of th•.' f,,.,,·,1�po;1b fo: 

•lilfi<r�11t rr111;,•.·11 .1ppl1c df1u11, ' . .i11<11':{1'1. f Pk 1· •' ;J.J'" t/1,1' .1p�.il11 1iltl1h f11 pri,1.1�1• t1•1'1h o.111d otht'r yr-11111· ·�11lille, req111• ,' t11e 11e1 \or1al 

(j»dl.l11l2."S rif ttH' lilJ'i'.P•"•) ,Ji!d'u Olf1,e1<, fo: lh1· p l/i•'l'lil nf ('l"'' ln h• <,1il1m1rted '.'111/i li>t• .-l[lpi lli1 1 rnn 

hH rnmp'.•x ,1::1ph1 1tiflfl', tit.· ( ::J11< 1i n1.1y 1,·q>11; · 111 .1 l·li'i<m<1I d11po<,1I p11r<,111nt tn � •. , 1 .�n l'i(l) ol •'·1·• •\<I bw�d rn1 the •2'>\im,ited 
C1J',tS tor >;r·:• ·1�\llltJ \ 11I>•111•1pi-�c l!Wk-1t101::, ·II"! r>irlY f'''Jt;jr,.i procjr1•;o;1w n'o11tlil\ ·.:'d'/•"llt'Pt. rhir111q ('11') •ril pro< "'ii:llq 
r:i,, fi:,al f"'' ·, IJ.1<."d er• ,iLf111. o1:1tl r<�_1;or11hk 1':,1·., \,1tlud1!!•J di,hur;l'"'''fl'> -111d •;1,hr•1P thh II'>' t'V•'"-1> th•: i,11!/d"il•lS•·'. t/11� 
t1rld11.Vinal fe,• ·1s <;11b1ott In oliJ"<.t11lf1 a11d dpp•:,11. 

(b: :.f! -11r·;11nr, iri> fl·l'l lr:I" hi tli» 1ui1, "'th·· m11i1t!, f:•ll•r,11111.1111,. 1Lit1• ol i11•.1Ji<>: 

1\n'f i1.t11ril ind 1c>.1'.·J<; 1t.rle (•))I� 1111 l11i!1JHj \Jfd n••I l1rf'1f11d 111 h1q.1I CO.\h d»t11 (nlJertior1 
1 .. ,., ;), di;b111'•'1'1•'F.1, 111• 1;,·1··ii ,i, ,1 (•'\1iil UI lily ,j,•f.Jllit in JLlj'llle11t, o;l;,1,ll r;.o ;T(llit�r 1h'" fruw ""' Applild11I dl!·.111 \() no\ihe•i in 
'nrr-ritdfl _,, w·th ·'.ri•: ( r1•d;; (·\'ilrJ, 1·, .ind �trldrhv f,.-t i[)() l '.iul111i tt<r1Lj thl) ;'\p�i11 l l.•<11 1 ,1.,'l:.-1;i1t", lh,· C11•lfllil lu, if Ii•'• , .. ,.,,11/, p.'0>1ilk 

'/Our personal infor111+'ir111 to a C1ed1t Heporter tn or,J1!1 tu emµloy 111 th debt co!IP.ltiur1 serv11 l's lfl cornpltdllLl! 1i11ith the Crr.dit RP.porting 
Privacy C11dr ?OtH ;hri11ld pa1rnrnl d�friult Oi(Ur 

f: i R·1vP11'·.e (U/1)2[1{, '!i)t.lfi'/ .H�:·' t rHI rllitll/d! l�t'l fl) rnr.\j°-/!:1 tJf(' f?.l)q.,,lbk· {1,I){_) (.if l�h� (()llll·...lf) //llHil!UfiP� i,upt1l\Jl)l0(J l:1111.i 
o11Jni•,11�tnti.i:i uf th• Cori:i••1:: d·u1nq i:s term 

1.-11 'ih1: inf<Htfidrl''I' pv. pro1111i:• ".,1,ft1u.1i inf:H111.·1t,,:;1 It 1·:iil IJ>' u·;ed tu p1u1.e,, tl;e dppl·cf!L•ll ,i•1J l0l.Jt'll11•r with utl1er otfl(l,1l 1r1forrnation 
.1 ::i>I the man,1�··rr:t;>nl of thl' n�>Jr,:n··. n.1i111.1I .111d Phy;'' .1l 1��uu11-�''> /\t(°'">'.' t<; inlo:m.1r1.·,1,1 Jt»l�l (Jy ti11· N1J:thl.wd Rt>gi11n,1i C<lllli(il h 
.1d1:11:•1sre1ed in :.i rcxti,mr" 1·11 r�: ttw l,J, d1 Vlv"rnn·,!fll Otf;GJI Jntu1111i>:on and M_.�ttll\j, >\r i l 9Si drtd th.1� PriVrlLj J\< t I qq3 

Application Form continued on next page 



f I/\� ctedare �l�·a\, to the be.st o!' m�/0�1r knvwledge and 'uelief, th-;;fo1mat11Jn give;; this J.\pplif.arion and attachect J.\ssessrne11i of 
f1wim11mrn<cil Efiects is lrne ;o·;;d cow:(( 

''"""'""" _ p �---� 
FulJ N<irne (pr111t) #� /#;Ww Yll&f'I Af.&!1N 
Date: 03/03 /2015 

Fu'll N:ame (print): 

Date.·. ____ _ 

Continue witli Trustees' and Authorised Officers' signatures below, as necessmy. 

f;ulJ l'fome and Status: 
IT111stee, Offic�r etc ) 

:full iRe�dmtiaJ Addw.ss· 

Si:gnatute: 

.f:ull N:ame ;:mo 5"!:alus-. 
(frusiee, Of11ce1 etc.) 

Full lli<Jme and Status. 
(l;11stee, Ofl1r2r elL) 

·----------------- - ------

-------

----------------- ---- ----- - -

1 I 111• l11il1· -111 ,r\.,i·,,, ,..,,,id! n,, 1 'Ji 1t1 1 · ,,, i1v11v "11 111" 
Pr r·.11r r 111r1I�·(1 I, . '�Ii f J ! Ir I! I I:· 1.' '! r •'.·I I I 1(.I1 I I�)( r (I 

I I 111: i11d" ll-1• .1pf li11;" 1"" !· i:/<!::1"' ·" 1, .•·r tit ii 1n rl11· " ·· h"d'il'· 
rd Ir·•·''' 

I I ( r 1f1t}1k·i �· il�·r 11 ! . rit fn 1·J'�f. , -111d/n: .1\11f l 1�111 ·)Pd I Hi11 11i _ 

l1jl tl11·, p. 1 iJ" 



Consent No.: ................................. � ...... .. Minor Coastal Activity - AEE 10 

This application i s  made under Section 88/Section 127 o f  the 
Resource Management Act 1991 

nORTHLFlnD � 
RECilOnAL 

council 

Putting Northland first 

Whangarei Office 

Kaitaia Office 
Opua Office 
Dargaville Office 
Free Phone 
Email 

Website 

Phone: (09) 470 1200 
Fax: (09) 470 1202 
Phone: (09) 408 6600 
Phone: (09) 402 7516 
Phone: (09) 439 3300 

0800 002 004 
mailroom@nrc.govt.nz 

www.nrc.govt.nz 

To: Consents Department 
Northland Regional Council 
Private Bag 9021 
Whangarei Mail Centre 
Whangarei 0148 

PART B - ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS· 
. . 

Your application must include an Assessment of Effects on the Environment. This form and the associated Information 
Requirement Booklet will help you prepare it. 

An assessment of effects is required so that you and others can understand what happens to the environment when you 
carry out a minor coastal activity, whether it is existing or new. This will help you to propose ways to minimise those 
effects to the Regional Council's satisfaction. 

The degree of detail required is in proportion to the scale of the environmental effects of your proposal. If the size of 
your proposed activity or the scale of its potential effects is significant, a report by a professional advisor in support of 
your application may be required. 

Please note that the word "environment" includes the surrounding coastal water, adjoining land, any surrounding 
resource users, and local iwi. 

It is advised that you make an appointment with a Council Officer to discuss your application prior to lodging it. This will 
help you supply all the required information at the onset and ensure the efficient processing of your application. 

A. Describe the Proposed Activity 
· 

A.1 Describe the proposed activity(ies): To establish single buoyed dropper supporting frames and rope lines 
for the purpose of collecting wild mussel spat ((Perna canaliculus) in a 200ha area, 2.5k off shore, North Norwest off 
Ahipara. First The spat will be barely visible when it settles onto the spat collectors. 

Normally it will be 'harvested' at 1 mm to a few mm size. This involves transfer of the lines containing the spat crop to 
commercial mussel farms, elsewhere in NZ for on growing. 

The dearth of mussel spat available for the mussel industry and the industry's dependence on the unpredictable wild 
spatfall on cast marine alga along Ninety Mile Beach is a well-publicised fact. The core commercial objective of the farm 
is to supply high quality mussel spat in order to help satisfy this demand. 

ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
AEE10MAY 2012 (REVISION 4) 



Minor Coastal Activity - AEE I 0 

A.2 Is the proposed activity new, or an alteration/extension of an 

existing activity or structure? 
V New l:J Exisling 

A.3 If the application is to continue or alter an activity or structure, is there 
any previous resource consent or authority (eg. Harbours Act 
approval or Water Right)? 

If so, what are the existing permit numbers? 

ATTACH A COPY OF THE APPROVAL 

B. Site Details 

l:J Yes 

8.1 Describe the site of the proposed activity, including reference to existing structures in the coastal marine area 
and on the adjacent land. Ensure that a detailed map is provided as outlined on page 3. 

The southernmost point is midway between Waimirniha and Kaka Street Access Ramp. 2.Skm offshore, 
extended to 4km north

h
parallel to the shoreline. The site is in a relatively isolated location which is unlikely to 

be frequented other t an by a few local people with good knowledge of the area for the 12urposes of 
recreational fishing. Ther� is no. vessel traffic b�yond the intermittent p�esence of sm�ll local craft . The present 
of the mussel spat farm will not interfere or restnct the use that the publtc presently enjoy. ???????? 

8.2 Describe the seabed materials (e.g. rock, sand, or shingle) at the site of the activity and in the 
surrounding area. 

The natural substrate composition of the seabed is sand which is scoured daily by strong currents. The spat 
farm will not result in any change to the texture of the seabed. 

8.3 Describe the plants and animals (e.g. mangroves, salt marsh or shellfish beds) at the site of the activity and the 
surrounding area. 

The proposal will have no effect on salt marsh or eelgrass or kelp beds or other significant indigenous 
vegetation .. The proposal will have no adverse effects on the significant habitats of indigenous fauna 

8.4 Describe any cultural areas, historic areas, scenic features and food gathering areas within 500 metres of the 
proposed activity. 

There are no scientific features within 500 metres of the proposed farm site. Culture and historic areas do exist. 
Waimimiha stream was traditionally used by local Maori, at the time of early settlement for the purpose of 
preserving fish. i.e. drying, as a main source of food. North West of the most southern position of the proposed 
area is located by the Amanga reef, which is low lying and not identified on any maritime charts or maps but 
known to very few locals, otner than the local commercial fisherman and the odd recreational fisherman when 
prepared to venture north of Ahlpara. These would be the only food gatherers in the proximity of the proposed 
farm site. 

8.5 You must attach a map that shows the following (Refer to Page 3): 

D the location of the proposed activity, .,/ 

D the legal boundaries of any adjoining properties, 

D any adjacent public roads, esplanade reserves, marginal strips, 

0 the location of the coastal marine boundary (ie. mean high water springs), 

0 the location of any existing coastal activities within 500 metres (including existing 
structures.) It is also advised that you supply photographs of the site and the surrounding area. 

2 ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
AEE10 MAY 2012 (REVISION 4) 



Minor Coastal A.ctivity - A.EE I 0 

B.6 If the application includes any structure (e.g. jetty, boat ramp, or discharge pipes), you must attach a structure 
plan that shows the following (Refer to Page 4): 

D the dimensions of the structure, 

D front view 

D side view 

D plan view 

D position of mean high water springs (MHWS) - ie. high tide mark. 

Not Applicable 

C. Assessment of Effects on the Environment 

C.1 Will the proposed activity have any impact on plant, animal or marine life? 

No, why not? 

..J Yes, describe impact 

Natural water and sediment movement patterns will not be significantly affected by the farm structures. The 
relatively small area of the farm, the structures and the small size of the spat will have a minimal impact on 
local water velocities. In respect the farm is unlike a large mussel farm producing a mature crop for the table. 

C.2 Describe the visual impact the proposal will have, and include an assessment of compatibility with existing 
activities, structures and surroundings. 

The spat farm will have no influence or at least provides no impediment, to the natural migration of fish and 
other marine life. 
It is expected that the proposed mussel farm may be visible from the elevated locations identified; however this 
is likely to only occur on extremely clear and calm weather conditions. It is considered the proposed mussel 
farm, if intermittently visible will be viewed as a faint pattern from these viewpoint locations. This is referenced 
from Westpac mussel booklet 
The biodiversity of the area is likely to be enhanced not depleted. The ropes are the associated ropes and buoy 
fixtures plus frames will provide physical habitat diversity which will in turn host a greater array of marine 
species than currently occurs on the sandy sea bed. 

The spat farm will have no influence, or at least provide no impediment, to the natural migration of fish and 
other marine life. 

C.3 Will the proposed activity have any impact on other users of the area? 
(include any restriction on public access to and along the foreshore, during construction and/or once construction is finished) 

No, why not? 
..J Yes, describe impact 

The site is in a relatively isolated location which is unlikely to be frequented other than by a few local people 
with good knowledge of the area for the purposes of recreational fishing. There is no vessel traffic beyond the 
intermittent presence of small local craft. The presence of the mussel spat farm will not interfere or restrict the 
use that the public presently enjoy. 

Q SSESSMfNT 05 EN!QpQNMENU' EfEfCIS 
AEE10 MAY 2012 (REVIS10N 4) 

3 



Minor Coastal Activity - AEE I 0 

C.4 Will the proposed activity have an effect on coastal processes of the area (e.g. erosion) and/or on water 

quality? 

No, why not? 
The proposed activity will have no effect on any coastal processes or the area. 

Yes, describe impact 

C.5 Mitigation Measures 

If you have identified any potential effects that may be more than minor in your assessment above, please 
consider and describe the steps you propose to take to mitigate these effects. 

Applicant's farms will be operated in a sound commercial manner. Visual impact will be mitigated by the 
use of recessive coloured buoys other than those stipulated by MSA regulation: 

As part of sound commercial practice regular maintenance of all parts of the farming operation will be 
carried out'. 

C.6 Alternatives 

Sometimes the adverse effects of a proposal can be mitigated by the consideration of alternatives. Please 
identify and describe any alternative locations/designs/methods. 

ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
AEE10 MAY 2012 (REVISION 4) 





C. 7 Consultation 

Minor Coastal Activity - .A.EE I 0 

Written approvals regarding your proposal are normally required from the adjoining land owners/occupiers 
and consultation undertaken with the Department of Conservation and local lwi is advised. If there is an 
adjacent esplanade reserve (marginal strip) administered by the Department of Conservation or the District 
Council, then written approval is normally required from that agency. 

Any letters of concern/support or comment from persons consulted should be attached to this application 
form. 

The Northland Regional Council can supply you with prescribed written approval forms to aid you with the 
consultation. 
Will the proposed activity have an effect on any neighbouring property owners? 

D No, why not? 

0 Yes, describe impact 

Have you consulted with any of the following potentially affected parties? 
Yes 

Neighbours D 

Other users of the coastal marine area D 

Department of Conservation D 

District Council D 

Loca I iwi (specify): D 

Other (specify}: D 

Please attach a record of any consultation which has taken place. The Regional Council has forms to aid with this 
consultation. 

Please ensure all the relevant questions on this form have been answered fully. 

No 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

If you have any queries relating to information requirements or wish to meet with a Council Consents Officer, 

please contact the Northland Regional Council. 

Northland Regional Council Offices: 
Whangarei Office Dargaville Office 
36 Water Street 618 Victoria Street 
Whangarei 0110 Dargaville 031 O 
Phone: (09) 470 1200 
or 0800 002 004 Phone: (09) 439 3300 
Fax: (09) 4 70 1202 
mailroom@nrc.govt.nz 
www.nrc.govt.nz 

ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
AEE10MA l • 

Kaitaia Office 
192 Commerce Street 
Kaitaia 041 O 

Phone: (09) 408 6600 

Opua Office 
Unit 10 
Industrial Marine Park 
Opua 0200 
Phone: (09) 402 7516 
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Assessment of Effects on the Environment 

June 2012 

Prepared in accordance with Section 88(2) (b) of the Resource Management Act and 

taking into account the provisions of the Northland Regional Coastal Plan and Proposed 

Plan Change 4. 

1.0 Introduction 

1 . 1  This assessment of effects on the environment ('AEE') is in respect of the 

application for marine farming by Hare Patau Hohepa Tepania is prepared in  

accordance with s88(2)(b) and the Fourth Schedule of the Resource Management Act 

1991 ('application') .  

1 .2  The appl ication relates to a 200ha area, as  indicated on the survey plan attached to 

the application (Appendix 1). The area to which the appl ication relates is shown on the 

Marine Farming Map 813, in the Northland Regional Coastal Plan (Appendix 2) . The 

farm size is inclusive of a l l  structures (anchors, l ines and buoys) . 

1 . 3  The appl ication is primarily for the catching/ settlement of mussel spat (Perna 

canaliculus) which wil l  be the predominant activity undertaken pursuant to the coasta l 

permit  sought. In addition, i t  is planned that other shel lfish species such as oysters, 

scallops and paua may be trialed in  baskets. However the latter would be a m inor 

activity. 

1 .4  Reference in this document to the Northland Regional Coastal Plan ('plan') is taken 

as reference to the 2004 Operative Plan.  

1 .5 The plan provides for marine farming in  the Marine 2 (Conservation) Management 

Area (M2MA), as a discretionary activity. The area to which this application relates is 

with in M2MA. 

1 .6  This AEE is structured using the headings of the Fourth Schedule to the Resource 

Management Act. 

The scientific observations and findings in the report attached as Appendix 3 to this AEE 

addresses many of the issues in more detai l .  

2.0 Description of the Proposal and Alternatives 
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2. 1 This appl ication covers the catching/ settlement of mussel spat (Perna canaliculus) 

otherwise known as the New Zealand Greenshel l mussel TM, potential trials of other 

shel lfish in baskets (e.g .  may include oyster fattening and oyster depuration, scallops or 

paua) as wel l as other shel lfish species and marine vegetation .  

2 .2 All requisite consents are sought for these activities, including consent to place 

structures in the coastal marine area ('CMA'), and to use and occupy space in  the CMA 

for, conventional long-l ine structures for the purpose of marine farming. Any baskets 

used for trials or oyster depuration of fattening would be suspended from the long

l ines. 

2 .3 No other resource consents are required for this activity 

2.4 The application relates to an area covering 200 hectares on the southern end of Te 

Oneroa a Tohe (Ninety Mi le Beach) .  The area subject to this appl ication is shown on the 

attached Survey Plan (Appendix 1) which includes the specific co-ordinates. In broad 

terms, the area is :  in waters that are from 15-25 .metres in depth approximately 2 km 

from the shore l ine (at the farms closest edge) .  

The nearest other marine farm is  located in the Whangape Harbour - it i s  inactive and 

was used to catch mussel spat only. 

2.5 Farm Description : The farmed area consists of: 

a) Long-l ines: 

• The culture method used involves an individual rope dropper. 
• All long-l ines are surface l ines and are orientated paral lel to tidal flows and 

consist of both single and double backbone long l ines. 
• The lengths of the long l ines to be used range from 140-200 metres (depending 

on exposure and depth) .  
• The density of l ines are: an average of 2.5 - 3 .5  long l ines per hectare (note this 

would vary depending on productivity of the area). 
• The separation between mussel l ines is between 14 metres to 20 metres. 
• The dropper length is between 6- 10 metres. 
• The backbone and mooring l ine rope used is qual ity equipment Duradan 

(synthetic rope) . It  wil l be 28-40mm for the backbone l ines, 40mm or heavier for 

the mooring l ines and of between 13,600 & 30,000 kilo breaking strength. 

b) Buoys : 

• Two sizes of buoys wi l l  be used to support the long l ines - 1 15 - 250 l i tres 

volume (single l ines) a nd 293 l itres volume (double l ines). 
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• The surface buoy separation is between 2 metres and 10 metres (depending on 

the length of droppers) . 
• The buoys used are black or dark green apart from the buoys at the end of each 

l ine, which are orange 

c) Structure Anchors: 

• The anchors used to secure the marine farming structures to the seabed are 

screw anchors at the seaward end of the farm, buried to a depth of 

approximately 3 - 6 metres depending on the substrate. 
• The mooring warp length is approximately 29m to 75m at either end (depending 

on depth) .  

d) Lighting : 

• The area wi l l  be lit in accordance with the proposed l ighting plan attached as 

Appendix 4. 

e) Block sizes: 

• For separate farming, navigation lanes between each block would need to be 

established and would be a minimum of approximately 50 metre width . The 

distance between the blocks wi l l  a l low for adequate and safe navigation for the 

applicant's vessels and for recreational vessels (small to medium in size) . 
• Accordingly, the total area applied for amounts to 15 ha and this total area 

includes the areas to be used for anchor l ines and for navigation lanes. Therefore 

the surface area of the farms wi l l  be less than 15 ha. 

2 .6 The applicant wi l l  util ise the existing land-based loading and unloading facil ities in 

Ahipara Bay. These facil ities have sufficient capacity for vessels and truck parking . It is 

unl ikely that there would be any confl icts over the use of this area with other 

recreational users. 

Consideration of Possible Alternative Locations for undertaking the activity 

2.7 The Resource Management Act requires a description of any possible alternative 

locations or methods for undertaking the activity for which consent is sought, where it 

is l ikely that the activity wi l l  result in any significant adverse effect on the environment. 

The applicant contends that there is little risk of any significant adverse 
effect on the environment being caused by granting consent to this 
application. 

2.8 The appl icant considers this site to be the most appropriate 
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2.9 This location is considered to be the least intrusive to local commercial & 

recreational fishers. Any visual effects from land are also minimised by this location . 

This proposed position of the farm is the most suitable for the settlement of mussel 

spat. (Refer Appendix 3) 

2. 10 The appl icant has been involved in the marine farming industry and in  their 

Industry opinions have considered this location to be the most appropriate for marine 

farming in  the proximity of Te Oneroa a Tohe (Ninety Mi le Beach) . 

Appropriateness of activity in location sought 

2. 1 1  As is envisaged by the plan (refer section 7 below) and as discussed above, the 

proposed sites are appropriate for spat-catching, oyster depuration/ fattening and 

potentia l  trials for other shel lfish and marine vegetation . The appropriateness of the 

area being applied for is also supported by the proposed plan provisions (particularly, 

through recognition of sustainable management and of socio-economic and cultura l  

benefits to the Northland region and its communities) . The People belonging to Te 

Rarawa are keen to promote economic opportunities for their people in the local 

North land area . 

2 .12  The appropriateness of marine farming at this site is also supported by: 

• The findings of the attached scientific reports (Appendix 3) 
• The fact that there is a functional industry need for the activity to be located in  

the coastal marine area; and 

3.0 Assessment of actual or potential effects 

3.1 This part of the AEE deals in detail with the actual or potential effects of the proposed 

activity, on the environment. This part addresses the matters, where relevant, outlined in 

the Fourth Schedule to the Resource Management Act. 

The comments made below are in addition to the relevant findings of the attached scientific report 

(Appendix 3), which is relied on to address many of the issues raised in this part of the AEE. 

3.2 Any effect on those in the neighborhood and, where relevant, the wider community 

including any socio-economic and cultural effects 

3.2 . 1 It is widely accepted that the marine farming industry creates and supports direct 

employment opportunities to the Northland region, making a significant contribution to 

the social and economic wellbeing of the region. 

This is clearly expressed in the Proposed Plan Change section 
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2 7. 1  Introduction which recognises the 2002 contribution aquaculture made in money and jobs 

generated (an estimated $40m and 540 jobs).  In respect of this application, potential socio

economic effects include the creation of local employment opportunities from managing the 

farms, through the establishment, growing, harvesting and maintenance of the farms and from 

processing, distributing and exporting the product. There will be opportunities for family 

businesses to be developed to support the development of these farms and the on-going farming 

and processing activities. 

3.2.2 The marine farming proposal is a tremendous opportunity to kick start new 

business initiatives and potential employment opportunities in an area which has very 

low socio economic l iving standards. The applicant is supportive of developing local 

employment opportunities through this venture. 

3 .2 .3 The appl icant wi l l  uti l ise existing land-based infrastructure and existing vessels in  

order to make the most efficient use of capital and to maximise the effectiveness of 

existing support faci l ities. The intended use of local employees and/or services wil l  

ensure a continued spread of economic benefits throughout the wider Northland 

community. 

3 .2 .4 The site of the proposed marine farm would not impact on any cultural values of 

significance to the local Iwi Te Rarawa. The surrounding farm land is highly modified 

and is farmed as dairy, sheep and forestry. 

3 .2 .5 There is recognised customary activity (such as kaimoana gathering) which would 

not be affected by this appl ication. Accordingly, it is understood that the proposed 

activity wil l  not have any adverse effect on tangata whenua.  We anticipate that this 

activity will be beneficial to the local marine environment creating more recreational 

fishing opportuniti es. Our local experiences in 2013-2014 confirm that our experimental 

spat catching methods has increased the fish habitat. We plan to create mooring points 

for boats to tie to. 

3.3 Any physical effect on the locality, including any landscape and visual 

effects 

3.3 . 1  The shoreline is mostly sand beach . There are a small number of residential 

houses along the coastline in the immediate area . These houses are set wel l back from 

the beach . 

3 .3 .2 The visua l impact of the appl icant's farm site on neighbors or other users is 

therefore negl igible. The scale of the landscape is such that from a seaward 

perspective, the marine farm would be absorbed into the wider landscape and 

seascape. While the natural character of the area has been significantly compromised 
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by the existing farming use of the land, the proposed marine farm would have a low 

impact on the general natural character of the location . Mitigation of the adverse effects 

on natura l  character over and above the existing degree of modification of the landward 

area would be managed through the low profi le structures in the water. See attached 

photos. 

3 .3 .3  The marine farming site is at i ts closest boundary approximately 2kms from mean 

h igh water mark. The site is well-flushed and is exposed (particularly to westerly 

weather patterns) . 

3 .3 .4 A principal reason for providing for conventional marine farming structures and 

farming in this location, is due to the relatively minor effects on the local ity, including 

landscape and visual effects and the compatibi l ity with the existing land use. 

3 .3 .5  Orange buoys del ineate the ends of each l ine of the farm. This not only identifies 

each farm block but it also has a significant safety role, as i t  serves to warn other users 

of the marine environment of the farm boundaries. Although bright in colour, these 

buoys wi l l  not be visual ly obtrusive and wil l  serve as an extra navigational aid for other 

marine users. The remaining buoys are black or dark green and their level of visibi l ity is 

dependent on weather, height of observation location and distance. Due to the remote 

area in which this farm shal l  be located, the level of visual impact would be minor. 

3 .3 .6 The harvesting/servicing vessels that  will be uti l ised in the farming operations 

would be barely visible from the mainland, while working at the farm. The vessel would 

have a visual presence as they enter and leave from the landings in Ahipara Bay, 

however this would be compatible with existing boating movements. 

3.4 Any effect on ecosystems, including effects on plants or animals and any 

physical disturbance of habitats in the vicinity. 

3 .4. 1 Reference is made to the scientific information and opinions in the attached report 

which addresses this matter in more detai l  (Appendix 3) .  The findings of this report are 

rel ied on in  support of the contention that any effect on the ecosystem, from granting 

the consent sought  wi l l  be less than minor. It is also contended that the scientific report 

submitted in support of this application, provides sufficient information for the purpose 

of adequately assessing this aspect of environmenta l  effects. 

3 .4.2 The plan of the farm is such that any adverse effects on ecosystems wil l  be 

managed sustainably. In respect of the proposed activity, the effects on the ecosystem 

are considered to be less than minor. 
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3.4.3 The Mussel Farming Industry in  New Zealand is subject to various stringent 

requirements in respect of the qual ity of the marine waters in which farms are located 

(including food and health standards which are set by the United States Food and Drug 

Authority and implemented by NZ's Health Authorities) . 

Therefore the Mussel Farming Industry's own self governing systems have the effect of 

ensuring that the community has a highly competent 'watchdog' to continuously review 

the maintenance of clean water standards within  the marine farm areas. Such policing 

of environmental standards is considerably in excess of that avai lable to marine areas 

and ecosystems not advantaged by the presence of marine farms. 

The applicant wil l  comply with a l l  relevant Industry best practice guidel ines when 

exercising the consent sought. 

Carrying Capacity and Phytoplankton 

3.4.4 In relation to the effects on phytoplankton, the findings of the attached scientific 

report state that the water column is highly dynamic and conditions vary markedly in  

both space and time due to complex hydrodynamics and the chemical and biological 

processes occurring. However g iven the relatively open stretch of coastl ine and 

continuous flushing, relatively warm water temperatures and periodic wind and wave 

movement patterns it is suggested that the water column effects are l ikely to be 

neg ligible. 

3 .4 .5 The existing l ine layouts for the marine farm meet industry standards and will 

serve to ensure sufficient water flow to the mussel l ines to provide adequate quantities 

of phytoplankton.  Due to the size of the farm, there is unl ikely to be any significant 

effect on phytoplankton much beyond the boundaries of the blocks. Phytoplankton 

biomass is highly variable in  space and time, and any depletion wi l l  be quickly 

replenished or replaced in the adjacent waters. 

3 .4 .6 It is therefore anticipated that the impact of the marine farm wil l  impact in only a 

m inor way on phytoplankton production in the vicin ity of the farm and within the Bay. 

3 .4 .7 The scientific report (Appendix 3) concludes that phytoplankton is not of concern 

and there wi l l  have no significant adverse effects within the Bay. 

3.4.8 This conclusion is relied on in support of the appl ication, and indicates that 

potential impacts of the farm on this matter are acceptable. 

Benthic Assessment 
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3.4 .9 In relation to the effects on the benthic environment, the scientific report 

(Appendix 3) has found that the seafloor in the vicin i ty of the marine farm is uniformly 

sandy and shell with no reef habitat, and as such has a relatively low diversity of 

habitat types. Whi le the scientific report notes that deposition of material on the seabed 

under and near mussel farms depends to an extent on the management practices used, 

the organic enrichment as a result of marine farming is more profoundly affected by 

factors such as currents, wave exposure etc. 

3 .4 . 10 Dro,:r-off from the farms (mussels, shel l ,  pseudofaeces and other debris), would 

be largely confined to the immediate footprint  of the farm. Where it occurs it could 

have the positive effect of promoting a shift in benthic faunal assemblages and 

encouraging reef type communities, which would add to the ecological richness of the 

area. 

3 .4. 1 1  The scientific report (Appendix 3) concludes that the area is wel l flushed and 

that the area has the capacity to assimi late farm-derived materials without exhibiting 

measurable ecological changes. The effects from the marine farm would be less than 

minor. 

3 .4 . 12 This conclusion is rel ied on in support of the application, and ind icates that 

potential impacts of the farm on this matter are acceptable, and less than minor. 

Mammals and Seabirds 

3.4 .13 In relation to the effects on mammals and seabirds the scientific report has 

found that: 

(i) based on the few direct studies on the potential effects of shel lfish aquaculture on 

seabird populations, the marine farm could potentia l ly a l ter food resources, cause 

physical disturbance (e.g.  noise and/or possible entanglement risk) and could provide 

benefits such as additional perching or feeding opportunities; and 

(ii) to date, issues such as habitat exclusion, underwater noise and entanglement 

appear to be minor for NZ mussel farming, a lthough the potential for adverse effects 

sti l l  exists with continued growth in both marine mammal populations and the industry. 

3.4. 14 While dolphins, whales and seabirds visit the area, it is not l ikely that they would 

be affected by the marine farm. 

3 .4 . 1 5  It is therefore considered that the risk to marine mammals and in particular 

whales and dolphins, and seabirds is considered to be minor. 
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3.4. 16 This conclusion is reli ed on in support of the application, and indicates that 

potential impacts of the farm on this matter are acceptable and less than minor. 

Habitat creation effects 

3 .4 . 17 The scientific report has noted that marine farms provide a three dimensional 

reef habitat for colonisation by a diverse and productive fouling community. In addition 

it is commonly bel ieved that the marine farms have the potential to enhance abundance 

of some fish species. 

3 .4 . 18 It is therefore considered that the potential adverse effects from habitat creation 

is considered to be less than minor. 

3 .4 . 19 This conclusion is rel ied on in support of the appl ication, and indicates that 

potential impacts of the farm on this matter are acceptable, and less than minor. 

Hydrodynamics 

3 .4.20 to be developed - this is the first open sea farm whereas other farms are 

protected by l ittle bays or harbors. 

3 .4 .21 The report also notes that the current speeds suggest that separation d istances 

of around 50 metres between farm blocks should be sufficient to prevent effects on 

benthic habitat, as a result of farming operations. 

Summary Comment 

3 .4.22 Drawing on the scientific report (Appendix 3) it is noted that the factors which 

l imit the potentia l  for any significant adverse ecological effects at a local scale include: 

(i) that the site is remote and well-distanced from other marine farming areas; 

(i i) it is a relatively small farming area (compared to other areas within NZ) ;  and 

(i i i) it is an exposed site with good natural flushing (physical l imitations) . 

3 .4.23 This conclusion is relied on in support of the application, and indicates that the 

overal l  potentia l  impacts of the farm are acceptable, and less than minor. 

3.5 Any effect on natural and physical resources having aesthetic, recreational, 

scientific, historical, spiritual ,  cultural, or other specia l  value for present or future 

generations 

3 . 5 . 1  Any effect on natural and physical resources having aesthetic, recreational, 

scientific, historical ,  spiritual, cultural, or other specia l  value for present or future 
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generations, wou ld be less tha n  minor in respect of the marine farm site. There wi l l  be 

a buffer area between the marine farm and the shore of the Island, which wil l  enable 

recreational activities to continue from shore. Diving and fishing are other key 

recreational activities and these would not be adversely affected by the marine farm . 

Fishing is l ikely to be enhanced . 

3 .5 .2  Potential adverse effects on navigation safety and commercial fishing areas are 

minimal due to the size of the marine farm and the provision of navigable corridors 

around the farm and to the shore. From a navigation perspective it is noted that the 

farm buoys wil l  be colored (orange at the ends) and marked by l ights as per the l ighting 

plan in . In addition there is ample sheltered space remaining avai lable for 

anchoring of visi ting boats. 

3 .5 .3  The applicant accepts that the Bay where the proposed marine farm is located, as 

with al l  parts of the CMA, is of some recreational value. As is discussed above, the use 

of appropriate navigational equipment wil l  ensure that recreational and other marine 

users wil l  have sufficient warning of the location of the farms. Public access through the 

farm wil l  not be restricted . There is also a recognised high recreationa l value to fishers 

in  the vicinity of the farms. 

3 .5 .4 As mentioned above, the location of the marine farm means that there is 

negl igible adverse visual or aesthetic impact on land-based observers and that the farm 

buoys wil l  be absorbed into the forest and farm land backdrop for sea-based observers. 

3 .5 .5  The potential effects of the proposal on tangata whenua interests have been 

mentioned above and are considered to be less than minor. 

3 .5 .6  The applicant has no knowledge of any other heritage values which may be 

adversely affected by the proposal .  

3 .6  Any discharge of contaminants into the envi ronment, including any unreasonable 

emission of noise and options for the treatment and d isposal of contaminants 

3.6. 1 The discharges associated with mussel farming include pseudofaeces and "drop

off" (shells, sediment and other marine l ife) resulting from cultivation and harvesting 

processes. The area under the proposed farm is primari ly a sandy and shell bottom and 

the effects of the d ischarges on the benthic ecosystems is covered above and in the 

scientific report submitted in support of this appl ication 

3 .6 .2 Appropriate housekeeping in accordance with the Mussel Industry's Code of 

Practice on the farms, on barges and on any other service vessels wi l l  ensure that there 

is minimal overboard loss of non-degradable materials. Regular maintenance checks of 
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the farms wil l be undertaken . Checks wi l l  be undertaken to ensure security of the high 

economic investment in the structures and product. Any waste rope would be taken to 

shore for land disposal .  If floats are lost from the farm the maintenance staff wi l l  go 

looking for them and retrieve them (as they are a significant cost). 

3 .6 .3  There wil l  be no unreasonable emissions of noise from the proposed activity. The 

only noise resulting from the activity would be from the barges and harvesting 

equipment and wi l l  therefore be intermittent. 

3. 7 Any risk to the neighborhood, the wider community, or the environment through 

natura l  hazards or the use of hazardous substances or hazardous instal lations 

3 .7 . 1 The relevance of these matters to this application is in respect of: 

( i) potential hazardous instal lations in the form of the long l ines and navigational 

equipment and the potential, a lbeit minor, resulting hazard to marine users; and 

( i i) the effects of natura l hazards, in the form of adverse weather conditions, or 

changes in sea level . 

3 .7 .2 The proposed long-l ine structures are secured to the ocean floor by anchors at 

each end of each mussel l ine. The anchors do not pose any threat to vessels, as they 

are between 15 and 25 metres below the surface. 

3 .7 .3  There is sufficient room between mussel l ines to provide safe navigable channels 

for smal l  vessels and service vessels. There wi l l  also be navigable lanes between 

individual blocks. Accordingly, it is anticipated that commercial and recreational vessels 

that are under competent control wil l  sti l l  be able to uti l ise the waters of the area and 

navigate freely within the area and anchor in the Bay, without undue risk, including in  

adverse weather conditions. 

3 .  7 .4 As further hazard avoidance for other users of the CMA, the appl icant wi l l  

maintain a l ighting system to del ineate the perimeter of the farm area and the ends of 

the l ines have orange buoys 

(ie i ncluding facing the most seaward d irection) (refer to details above) . 

3 .7 .5  In terms of any storm events that may cause damage to the marine farming 

operation, technological changes in recent years in terms of anchoring and type of 

ropes used and changes in  farming practices have significantly reduced the occurrence 

of breakages. Should there be a rope break, however, the separation between the l ines 

and between the farms blocks wil l  provide a clear path to avoid impacts on neighboring 

l ines/ blocks. In addition, as mentioned above, the farms will be regularly maintained to 
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ensure security of l ines and buoys. As the structures are floating, the effects of sea 

level rise wil l  be negl igible. 

3 .7 .6 There will be no hazardous substances used by the farmers in exercising the 

consent applied for by this appl ication. 

4.0 Description of mitigation measures 

4. 1 A description of the mitigation measures (safeguards and contingency plans where 

relevant) to be undertaken to help prevent or reduce the actual or potential effects of 

the proposed activity is required to be provided by the Resource Management Act. The 

applicant has outl ined in section 3 .0 above, that the farms wil l  be operated in a sound 

commercial manner and in compliance with the NZ Mussel Industry Code of Practice 

which includes standards that are designed to ensure efficient management of the farm 

and the production of high qual ity stock, to ensure long term financial viabi l ity and 

environmental sustainabi l ity. 

4.2 This Code of Practice promotes good practice farm management and identifies 

various mitigation measures to be undertaken in the event of accidents or disease. It 

should be noted that farmers are audited by the Aquaculture New Zealand in respect of 

implementing this Code of Practice. The appl icant would operate the farms in 

compliance with this Code. 

4 .3 A rigorous maintenance regime wil l  be undertaken to ensure the security of the 

structures as the cost of lost and damaged l ines, buoys and mussel product is 

economical ly significant. Regular checks and maintenance wi l l  a lso be carried out for 

the l ights. 

5.0 Consultation 

5 . 1  Consultation for this site as a marine farming area was undertaken as a part of the 

wider Northland Regional Council process to make a change to their Regional Coastal 

Plan in  terms of aquaculture activities. In addition, the appl icant has undertaken 

consultation with the people of Te Rarawa and with some commercial fishers and 

fishing charterers who operate in the area . Tangata whenua and the others consulted 

are supportive of the proposed marine farm. It is submitted that no other people would 

be adversely affected by the proposa l, g iven the acceptable environmental effects, the 

status of the area in  the operative and proposed plans. 

6.0 Monitoring 

6 . 1  The Resource Management Act requires a description of the monitoring that would 

be undertaken, where the scale or significance of effects is such that monitoring is 

14 



Confidential Marine Farm Proposal -Southern End Te Oneroa a Tohe March 2015 

required. While it is not considered that the effects would be significant (based on the 
.: \ '. .. ( "t i ; r , : 1 ' 1 • '· • r ' ·• I � ; l • • \ -; • : , : - " ' ( 1 : ·' {, � it is acknowledged that some monitoring would be 

undertaken to meet the Health Department requirements. The appl icant would support 

a monitoring program similar to that currently required by other existing marine farms 

in Northland, as a matter to be developed . This would be appropriate to ensure future 

trends are identified and consistent data col lected . 

6 .2 It is envisaged that application of the assessment criteria for the activity contained 

in the relevant rules of the plan, together with imposition of appropriate consent 

conditions, wil l  provide a basis for appropriate compliance monitoring . 

7 .O Relevant Planning Provisions 

7. 1 In accordance with s104(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act, this part of the 

appl ication sets out the relevant planning framework. With respect to this appl ication, 

the activity is considered under the operative plan (2004), which at the present time 

carries the most "weight" from a decision-making perspective. The provisions of the 

proposed plan change 4 are also considered, given the current statutory stage of this 

plan change and the recent aquaculture legislative changes. 

7 .2 New Zealand Coastal Policy Statements 

7.2 . 1  The operative New Zea land Coastal Pol icy Statement (NZCPS) (2010) includes a 

strong policy directive for Aquaculture, in  Objective 6 and Policy 8 in particular. 

Together these pol icy directives recognise that marine farming (as envisaged by this 

appl ication) is an appropriate use of the coastal marine area and recognise the 

important value aquaculture can provide for social and economic benefits. 

7 .2 .2 The NZCPS states in  Objective 6 

To enable people and communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural 

wel lbeing and their health and safety, through subdivision, use, and development, 

recognising that: 

• the protection of the values of the coastal environment does not preclude use 

and development in appropriate places and forms, and within appropriate l imits; 
• some uses and developments which depend upon the use of natural and physical 

resources in the coastal environment are important to the social, economic and 

cultural wel lbeing of people and communities; 
• functionally some uses and developments can only be located on the coast or in 

the coastal marine area; 
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• the coastal environment contains renewable energy resources of significant 

value; 
• the protection of habitats of l iving marine resources contributes to the social, 

economic and cultural wel lbeing of people and communities; 
• the potential to protect, use, and develop natural and physical resources in the 

coastal marine area should not be compromised by activities on land; 
• the proportion of the coasta l marine area under any formal protection is smal l  

and therefore management u nder the Act is an  important means by which the 

natural resources of the coastal marine area can be protected; and 
• historic heritage i n  the coastal environment is extensive but not ful ly known, and 

vulnerable to loss or damage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and 

development. 

7 .2 .3 The NZCPS states in Policy 8 :  

Recognises the significant existing and potentia l contribution of aquaculture to the 

social, economic and cultural wel l-being of people and communities by : 

a. i ncluding in regional pol icy statements and regional coastal plans prov1s1on for 

aquacu lture activities in  appropriate places in the coastal envi ronment, recognising that 

relevant 

considerations may include: 

i.  the need for high water quality for aquaculture activities; and 
ii . the need for land-based facil ities associated with marine farming; 

b. taking account of the social and economic benefits of aquaculture, including any 

avai lable assessments of national and regional economic benefits; and 

c. ensuring that development in the coastal environment does not make water qual ity 

unfit for aquaculture activities in areas approved for that purpose. 

7 .2 .4 Other NZCPS pol icies or particular relevance to this appl ication include : Policy 2 

(providing for opportunities for tangata whenua to managing their resources); Policies 4 

& 6 ( in relation to the integration of land and water activities of marine farming and use 

of renewable resources); 

Pol icies 13 & 15 ( in relation to preserving natural character and protecting natural 

features); and Policies 21 & 23 (in relation to water qual ity) . 

7 .2 .5  In considering the above pol icies, it is clear that the marine farm subject to this 

application is an appropriate use in this area. It is considered that this application is 
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consistent with the directions of the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement and would 

meet the purpose of the Act. 

7 .3 Regional Policy Statement 

7 .3 . 1  The Northland Regional Pol icy Statement ( 1999) (RPS) provides overarching 

pol icy for the plan and emphasises key themes such as integrated and co-ordinated 

management (Ch 12); enabling development while avoiding, remedying or mitigating 

adverse effects (Ch 9), and Ch 22 which deals with a range of coastal policy. It is 

considered that this policy is bui lt on in further detai l  in the plan and is therefore 

addressed further below. 

7 .3 .2 The RPS has been considered in the development of the Regional Coastal Plan.  

This appl ication is consistent with this document. 

7 .4 Northland Regional Coastal Plan 2004 

7.4. 1 The operative plan (2004) is the most relevant planning instrument to this 

proposa l .  The marine farm fal ls within  the Marine 2 (Conservation) Management Area 

(M2MA) . Policy 6.4.2 recognises that this M2MA does not preclude the provision for 

appropriate use and development, while the introduction to Chapter 26 recognises that 

a precautionary approach would be taken to consent appl ications in this area, due to 

the overal l  lack of knowledge about the M2MA. 

7 .4 .2 The importance of the marine farming industry is recognised and provided for 

within  the plan, particularly through the Issues, Objective and Policies in Chapter 27 of 

the plan. There is a lso an emphasis on sustainable management by avoiding, 

remedying or mitigating adverse effects. Whi le these provisions relate specifica lly to the 

Marine farming management areas, it is considered appropriate to discuss these 

provisions in relation to this application. Specific provisions are discussed below. 

Objectives and Policies 

7.4 .3 With regard to M2MA, this zone covers al l  other areas in  the CMA that are not 

otherwise covered by a specific activity zone. There are two objectives. 

1 .  Subdivision, use and development occurring in such a way as to maintain, and where 
practicable, enhance, the existing natural, cultural and amenity values in the Marine 2 

(Conservation) Management Area . 

2. Involvement of local communities, and other agencies, in  the awareness, 

maintenance and, where appropriate, enhancement of the values within the Marine 2 

(Conservation) Management Area . 
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7.4.4 These objectives emphasize enabling use and development, in a way that 

maintains or enhances natural, cultural and amenity values and involves communities 

and agencies. There are 5 policies supporting these objectives. Of particular relevance 

to this application is Pol icy 3 :  

To provide for sustainable, use and development whilst ensuring that the intensity, 

character and scale of use and development is compatible in relation to the character 

(including natural character), heritage and amenity values of the adjoining coastal 

environment. 

7 .4 .5 This application would provide for the sustainable use and development of the 

marine area, along with providing for the social and economic wel l-being of the 

members of the local community. While there would be impacts on natural character, 
the scale and intensity of the development is in  proportion to the land shape and height 

of the surrounding land. The other pol icies in this chapter of the plan are not 

contravened by this application. 

7.4.6 While the mari ne farm is not located in  the Marine 3 Management Area (M3MA), 

which covers areas specifica l ly set aside for marine farming, it is nevertheless 

considered appropriate to reflect on the policy directives that are provided for in the 

plan for marine farming. With regard to M3MA, Objective 6. 1 states : Provision for 

marine farming activity in Northland's coastal marine area while avoiding, remedying or 

mitigating its adverse effects. This appl ication is consistent with this direction of the 

plan .  

7 .4.7 There are 10 pol icies supporting this objective. This application is consistent with 

the pol icy directives, as discussed below: 

• Policy 1 addresses integration with land based facil ities. The proposed farms 

would be serviced by existing landings areas in Ahipara Bay. 
• Pol icy 2 addresses water qual ity. This is fundamental to any aquaculture 

operation as the farm must meet USFDA standards for food quality. The farm 

operations would not degrade water qua l ity. 
• Policies 3, 4 and 5 are not relevant to this application. 
• Policy 6 addresses efficient util isation of the space authorised. The proposed 

farm layout would be uti l ising space efficiently. 
• Policy 7 addresses monitoring information .  The proposed farm wou ld be subject 

to monitoring. 
• Pol icy 8 provides for expansion of marine farms into the M2MA, in a way that 

minimises adverse effects on in particular ecological, cultural and amenity 

values. This pol icy therefore recognises that marine farming is an appropriate 
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use in the M2MA. It is considered that this proposed farm would have minimal 

adverse impacts on : ecological values (as per the information in Appendix 3) on 

amenity values (due to its remoteness and the scale and intensity of the 

proposed farms); or on cultural values (due to the joint management being 

undertaken with the Te Rarawa Runanga) . 
• Policy 9 prohibits the expansion of marine farming in  some parts of M2MA. It is 

contended that this application does not fa l l  within  the criteria of this policy as 

there are no other marine farms in the vicinity, there are no confl icts with 

adjacent urban development and recreational activities, and the natural 

character and amenity values need to be considered i n  the context of the 

a lready modified landscape of the surrounding land. 
• Policy 10 is i rrelevant to this application (covering non-conventional species) . 

7.4.8 It is considered that this application is consistent with and meets the above 

objectives and relevant pol icies for both M2MA and M3MA. The proposed marine farm 

would be managed in an efficient and sustainable manner. In particular it meets the 

requirements of pol icy 8 (under M3MA) which envisages that expansion of farms into 

M2MA is appropriate in some instances. It recognises the strong l ink that the people of 

Te Rarawa have with the land and with the social and economic aspirations for their 

people. 

Relevant Rules 

7.4.9 As is stated in the introduction to Chapter 27 of the plan, a coastal permit is 

required to cover the fol lowing activities: 

• Occupation of coastal space 
• Placing of structures on the foreshore or seabed 
• Disturbance of the foreshore or seabed 
• Deposition of material on the foreshore or seabed or into coastal waters, and 

associated discharges. 

7.4. 10 Rule 3 1 .4. lO(a) classifies the proposed activity subject to the appl ication as a 

discretionary activity. As such, a l l  permits mentioned above, would be addressed as 

discretionary activities. 

7.4. 1 1  It is noted that Rule 31 .5 .5  Taking, use and discharge of coastal water for the 

purpose of washing and sorting farmed shel lfish is a permitted activity in M3MA. This 

rule recognises that washing and sorting occurs on the barges as normal practice 
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associated with harvesting. However, this normal operationa l activity defau lts to a 

discretionary activity in  M2MA. 

7.4 . 12 Assessment Criteria are set out in chapter 32 . 1  (Genera l Criteria), 32.22. 1 

(Structures (excluding swing and pile moorings)) and 32.2.8 (Marine farms (other than 

structures)). These criteria, which apply to all management areas, have been 

considered in the development of this AEE and relevant matters are commented on as 

per below: 

• General criteria 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 :  The farm has an operational need to locate in the 

coastal marine area and alternative locations were considered . The appl ication is 

for an activity of a scale and intensity compatible with the surrounding 

landscape. The activity does not add cumu lative or sprawling effects. 
• Genera l criteria 6, 7, 8, 18:  The farm has minimum impact on adjacent land 

uses. It does not impede public access through or around the site, but does add 

positive recreational opportunities for fishing .. General Criteria 10 :  This farm 

would contribute significantly to the socio-economic benefits of the area, the 

tangata whenua represented by the Te Hiku Forum and the wider region . The 

farm does not impact on any known cultural issues. 
• General criteria 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 19 :  There are no identified significant landscapes, 

landforms or other natural character characteristics or cultura l  va lues in or near 

the site of the farm. 
• General Criteria 20: Remediation is not considered necessary due to the low level 

of effects that would be generated by the farm operation. 
• Genera l criteria 22 : Clearly it is essential for the marine farm to maintain and 

enhance water qual ity. 
• General criteria : 9, 15, 16, 17, 2 1, 23, 24 and 25 are not relevant to this 

application . 
• Structures Criteria 1 ,  (M2MA) .  The proposed area of the farm would be the first 

of type in this area, however it is considered that no further farms are l ikely to 

occur in this area in the future due to the lack of any further sheltered space (ie 

from the northerly and easterly prevai l ing weather) . 
• Structures Criteria 7 & 10:  It is contended that based on the information in this 

application the structures of the farm are an appropriate use in this area, and the 

visual impact would be low, due to the remote access. 
• Structures Criteria 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 are not relevant to 

this application .  
• Marine Farms Criteria 1 :  The species proposed for the farm have a l l  been 

previously cultivated in  the Northland region. 
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• Marine Farms Criteria 2, 3, 4 :  The marine farm would be suitable for the species 

to be farmed; the structure and location are also assessed as being suitable. 
• Marine Farms Criteria 5, 6, 7 :  This is not required for this farm operation. 
• Marine Farms Criteria 8 :  The operations would uti l ise existing infrastructure 

faci l ities based in Ahipara Bay. 
• Marine Farms Criteria 9 :  The marine farm does not exclusively occupy the whole 

area . Other boats can pass through the farm. There are minimal uses currently 

made of the proposed farm space. 

7 .4. 13 Overview: While the farm is located within  M2MA, the provisions of M3MA have 

a lso been considered . It is consider that the proposed marine farm would be 

appropriate in  the area and would meet the policy directives discussed above. 

7 .s Proposed Plan Change to the RCP 

7 .5 . 1  The proposed plan change 4 (Policy and Regulatory Regime for Aquaculture 

Management Areas) is part way through the First Schedu le RMA process (council 

decisions released in 2008; Environment Court proceedings on hold) .  It is therefore 

appropriate to consider this plan change as it takes into account some of the legislative 

changes that have occurred since the plan became operative. Notwithstanding this, it is 

considered that the operative plan has more legal weighting in the consideration of this 

consent application . 

7 .5 .2  The objectives and policies are more extensive than in the operative plan and 

reflect the need for aquaculture to occur within an Aquaculture Management Area 

(AMA) . This requirement has been amended further by the recent Aquaculture 

Amendment legislation, and aquaculture no longer needs to be defined within an AMA. 

The importance of susta inable management a nd of socio-economic and cultural benefits 
to the Northland region and its communities (objectives 1 & 2) are also recognised . 

Objective 4 requires locations which have no significant adverse effects on important 

natural ,  social, economic and cultura l  values. It is contended that this appl ication is 

consistent with these objectives. 

7 .5 .3  The significance of providing socio-economic opportunities for Maori is recognised 

in both the objective and policy (2) . 

7 .5 .4 There is a range of proposed pol icies relating to the location of AMAs, it is 

contended that the farm that is subject to this application meets these proposed 

requirements. Pol icies which are particularly relevant to this appl ication include: 
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• Pol icies 6, 7 and 8 identify matters that aquaculture activities should have "no" 

or only "minor" or "avoid significant" adverse effects on. This appl ication site 

does not contravene any of the matters raised in these policies. Refer to above 

section3 and Appendix 3.  
• Pol icies 9 & 12 identify where marine farming would not be appropriate. This 

application does not relate to any of the areas identified in this policy. 
• Policies 10 & 1 1  seeks integration with land use. As covered in section 3 above, 

this farm operation is fully integrated with existing land services and is 

compatible with the existing land use of the surrounding land. 
• Policy 17 addresses the duration of coastal permits being l imited to 25 years. 

7.5 . 5  In respect of M2MA, the plan change deems any new marine farming to be a 

prohibited activity (as per Rule 3 1 .4. 10) . From 1 October 201 1, the statutory 

requirement for aquaculture to be located in  aquaculture management areas wi l l  be 

removed . At the same time, the definition of "prohibited activities" in section 87A(6) of 

the RMA wil l be amended so that prohibited activities under a proposed plan are not 

relevant. It is therefore contended that this application for aquaculture in the M2MA 

should be processed as discretionary activity under the operative plan. 

7 .5 .6 Information requirements for a coastal permit are set out in chapter 27.7. 1 .  This 

appl ication has addressed all matters raised in this section. 

7 .5 .7 While it is acknowledged that this plan change is in progress, it is contended that 

the marine farm that is subject to this application is consistent with the matters raised 

in the objectives and policies of the plan change and that marine farming is appropriate 

in the proposed location. 

7 .6 Overview of Statutory Provisions 

7 .6 . 1  This farm which is the subject of this application is located within M2MA in  the 

operative plan .  

7.6.2 In  accordance with the recent legislative amendments, this appl ication i s  to be 

addressed as a discretionary activity, under the operative plan. 

7 .6.3 In recognition of the location of the proposed farm and the ownership of the 

surrounding land, it is considered that the consent should be non-notified and not 

served on individual persons. 

8.0 Consent Conditions 
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8. 1 The appl icant seeks that the duration of the consent is granted for the maximum 

period of 35 years. Appropriate conditions of consent ensuring mitigation of adverse 

effects supports a 35 year duration . 

9 .0 Conclusions 

9. 1 The key points of this application are: 

• The activity proposed by this application is a new activity in the area, but due to 

the landscape and remoteness of the land, it is contended that the adverse 

effects of the activity would be less than minor. 
• The local Iwi Te Rarawa are strongly supportive of the economic and social 

benefits that would be provided through employment opportunities arising from 

the proposed farm . 
• The proposed marine farming site is in  an  area where it is acknowledged that 

marine farming could be appropriate to occur. 
• The application meets the relevant standards and terms and assessment criteria 

of the operative plan and of the proposed plan change. Any adverse 
environmental effects from this farm are considered to be less than minor. 

• Based on the scientific report submitted in support of the application, the 

environmental effects of farming at this site are considered to be acceptable. 

There are no significant adverse effects. 
• The application represents the efficient use of the site and wi l l  enable the loca l 

marine farming industry to continue and wi l l  result in  positive effects on the 

cultural, economic and socia l wel lbeing of the local communities. 

Appendices to be submitted shortly . . .  

Appendix 1 Survey Plan of the marine farm 

Appendix 2 Marine Farming Map 813, Northland Regional Coastal Plan 

Appendix 3 Reports from AUT and NIWA 

Appendix 4 Proposed Lighting Plan 
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