Overview of the Animal Welfare Amendment Bill
Updated following the Select Committee Process

The Animal Welfare Act 1999

The Animal Welfare Act 1999 provides the framework for regulating

the welfare of animals and preventing their ill-treatment. The Act:

* requires people who own or are in charge of animals to meet an
animal’s “physical, health and behavioural needs”, and to alleviate
unreasonable or unnecessary pain or distress;

¢ prohibits certain types of conduct towards animals;

e establishes a framework for live animal exports;

¢ provides a process for approving the use of animals in research,
testing, and teaching;

e establishes two national advisory committees on animal welfare;

e provides for the development and issue of codes of welfare.

“Physical, health and behavioural needs” is defined by what is referred
to internationally as the five freedoms. These are:

e proper and sufficient food and water;

¢ adequate shelter;

e opportunity to display normal patterns of behaviour;

* appropriate physical handling;

e protection from, and rapid diagnosis of, injury and disease.

The Act does not expand on these obligations. The detailed standards
of care are found in codes of welfare, which are developed by the
National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee and issued by the
Minister for Primary Industries under the Act. There are currently

16 codes of welfare in force.

The Ministry for Primary Industries works in partnership with the
Royal New Zealand Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
to enforce the Act. The New Zealand Police are also deemed to be
animal welfare inspectors.

Strengths of the Act

It is progressive — it goes further than just

preventing cruelty and places an explicit

obligation on all people in charge of animals

to meet their animals’ needs.

It enshrines the internationally respected

five freedoms.

It is comprehensive — it covers animals in

agriculture, in research testing and teaching,

as pets, when animals are exported, and

when they undergo surgical procedures.

It provides for public participation in codes

of welfare development.

It establishes two independent Ministerial

advisory committees that are respected by

the sector:

— the National Animal Welfare Advisory
Committee;

— the National Animal Ethics Advisory
Committee.
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Minor and technical amendments




