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MPI Detector Dog Programme – Puppy Walking Programme

Help build the team
Our detector dogs are famous worldwide for their work protecting borders and upholding New Zealand law.
We need people like you living in the Auckland/Hamilton areas to help raise the next generation of Beagles and Labradors. Our Beagles and Labradors are trained to sniff out prohibited meat, plant material, fruit and vegetables, and exotic animals in the baggage of passengers arriving from overseas, and letters and parcels at the International Mail centre and Cargo. They work with Quarantine Inspectors 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Help us raise the detector dog teams of the future

Beagles, Harriers and Labradors were originally trained to follow scents as hunting dogs which makes them perfect for work as detector dogs. Beagles and Labradors are not ready for training as Detector Dogs until they are 14 months old, so until then we need volunteers to rear, socialise and do early training for each puppy. You must live in the Auckland area and beable to transport the puppy to a vet if required and the Detector Dog Kennels at Auckland Airport when required
How does it work?
You must meet the following criteria
1. One adult home most of the time ( allowed up to 20hrs work per week )

2. Children must be over the age of 4 yrs, we prefer families with children

3. Fence height must be over 1.20 metres and of solid build

4. Property size approx. 10sq metres ( property inspection will be done )

5. Must live in the Auckland/Hamilton areas and be prepared to socialise the puppy at malls, children’s schools events etc

6. Must beable to meet the puppy development team regularly

7. Puppy must be allowed inside the home.

A member of the Detector Dog Puppy Development Team will come to your home to conduct an interview and property inspection. They’ll also talk to you about what’s involved in bringing up a puppy.

Who pays for everything the puppy needs?

All food, shampoo, equipment like collars, bowl, flea/worm treatments, puppy identification coats, brush, leash, service record book, toys and all veterinary costs are covered by MPI. We will not cover damage done to property by the puppy. When the family want to go away on holiday or just have a few days without the puppy then the puppy comes back to the MPI Detector Dog Programme kennels based at Auckland international Airport.
Will we have ongoing contact with MPI?

Once a puppy is placed with you, the Detector Dog Puppy Development Team well organise regular home visits, kennel visits and walks in shopping centres and other places so we can check on progress, answer questions, and provide supplies.

Our Breeding and Kennel Manager is only a phone call away, and is happy to sort out any problems that you may have, anytime – day or night.

What happens at 14 months old?

The puppy comes back to the MPI Detector Dog Training Centre to start its important work – scent association training. Not all puppies will stay in Auckland; some may go to work as detector dogs in other regions such as Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin.
Is there any chance of keeping the dog permanently?

If the puppy doesn’t qualify as a detector dog you may have the option of keeping it as a pet or another good home will be found. Likewise when the dog retires from its detector dog duties you may be given the option to take the dog if the dog’s handler is unable to.

Is it okay to have other pets in the household?

Cats, birds and rabbits are okay. You can have one other dog but it must be over 12 months old and it must pass an assessment at the time if interview. 
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APPLICATION SECTION – please fill in and return 
Name :










Address:










Ph.number:










Email :









Are you employed outside your home (if no, will you be looking for employment? Allowed up to 20 hours a week.) 
Details of household members (Children must be over the age of 4 yrs old).
Do you have or have you owned a dog before? (Give details of dog – age, male or female, breed)
Other family pets?
Do you have a car in which the puppy may travel?
Is the section adequately fenced? It must be a minimum of 1.20metres and of solid build (dog proof)?
Can you devote time to socialise the puppy in town conditions e.g. malls, at least two times a week and meet the Detector Dog Puppy Development Team on a regular basis during weekdays?
Can you devote time to exercise the puppy daily?
Are you aware of and prepared to cope with puppy behaviour e.g. barking, chewing, digging etc?
Other information you feel is relevant

The primary career of the puppy must be over the age of 18yrs.
Signature of Primary Career



date
A MPI representative will contact you for an over the phone interview. 

Any questions please contact
Kirsty Ansell – Chief Quarantine Officer Breeding & Kennels

Kirsty.ansell@mpi.govt.nz 

